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4 HeBREws Xiii. 1. 


LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE. 


1 
we”; 


UR Saviour compares the conduct of God, 
with regard to the Jews and Gentiles, to 
that of a man who prepared a feaſt, and 
bade to it a great many. Yet they who were invited 
to it excuſed themſelves one after another. Upon 
| Which the enraged maſter ordered his ſervant to 
neglect thoſe unworthy gueſts, and to bring in the 
poor and the maimed, and the halt and the blind: | 
He made him go even into the highways and hedges, 
and to compel them to come ie Its that his houſe might 
be filled. F 


It is 1 agreed by all the interpreters of 
the holy ſeriptures, both Proteſtant and Catholic, 


„ 
that the Jews e e claſs of gueſts;-, 
and the Gentiles in the latter. There are two ſorts 
of Infidels ; the firſt are thoſe who have never em- 
braced the faith, as Pagans and Jews, whom we 
ſhould never compel to profeſs the faith, (as faith is 
a voluntary act) and we ſhould only oppoſe their in- 
Juring the faithful by their miſrepreſentations or 
perſecutions. The ſecond are thoſe Infidels who 
retain, in ſome degree, the profeſſion of faith, under 
the name of Heritics and Apoſtates, 


It is certain that the Apoſtles never uſed violent 
means either to make the heathens enter into the 
Church of Chriſt, or to compel thoſe to rejoin it 
who had once deſerted it. The Apoſtles, indeed, 
were never in a ſituation to compel any one to em- 
brace their faith. They were themſelves expoſed to 
perſecutions from the enemies of chriſtianity. If 
their Lord and Saviour had ever meant that they 
ſhould make any converts by force, he would have 
given them ſuitable powers to have effected it. But 
he knew that neither tortures, wheels, nor gibbets 
could compel men to.embrace the faith againſt their 
conviction. They can only be brought to the open 
profeſſion of it, by clear and unanſwerable argue 
ments 


« 9 ) | 
ts—by gentle invtations—by ene and een, 
: ſolicitations, | 


11 e as. the . Deſign of. Chriſt to engage 
men to receive and follow his religion by the force 
of truth, by preaching the pure doctrine of the goſ- 
pel, and by placing it in ſo clear a light as to make 
its evidence irreſiſtible. After his example let us, 
his. miniſters, unfold the myſteries of chriſtianity.” 
Let us perſuade men to hold faſt the profeſſion of 
faith. Let us never uſe railing accuſations. Let 
nothing but love and charity flow from our lips. Let 
us particularly combat the intolerance of the Romiſh 
Church, and every violent and fanatical ſe&. Let 
us make it appear that the furious and deſtructive 
zeal which they ſhew for what they call the propa- 

ation of the faith, and the extirpation of hereſy, is 
directly oppoſite to the light of reaſon, to the good 
of th ang the precepts of the golped. 


The means \mhich the Romiſh 8 and vialent 
Kaden have uſed to propagate the goſpel and extir- 
pate hereſy, are directly contrary to the light of na- 
ture. Every one agrees that he ought to be permit- 
ted to ſee with his own eyes, that be ought i to deter- | 

B . mine 


. 
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mine % his own "ig upon the things which re- 
gard only himſelf. It depends upon myſelf to em- 
brace that profeſſional kind of life which I like the 
beſt. No one has a right to puniſh me if I chooſe 
one profeſſion rather than another. Is it only then 
in the choice of my religion that I am to renounce 
my liberty and to follow blindly the caprice and the 
will of others? T may be permitted to follow the 


profeſſion that I have once embraced, or any other 


I may like better, becauſe it is my own perſonal af- 
fair, in which I have a right to follow my own in- 
clinations. But who has a right to direct my con- 

ſcience ? Is it under the direction of any but God 
himſelf? Has any man a right to direct it at his 
_ pleaſure? If not, How dares any one preſume to 
force me to think preciſely with himſelf in matters 
| of religion ? In an affair of ſuch ferious moment my 
on happineſs only is concerned. —I ſeck for happi- 
neſs, and I hope to find it in the road I am purſuing, 
It is poſſible I may be deceived, and I ſhall hold 
myſelf obliged to any one that will open my eyes 
and ſhew me the truth. For, ** grateful as Jam 
to the Good Being, whoſe bounty has imparted 
« to me this reaſoning intellect, whatever it is I hold 
te myſelf * indebted to him, from whoſe 
« enlightened 


(nm) 

** enlightened underſtanding another ray of know- 
' «© ledge communicates to mine®,” But if his rea- 
ſons are not able to convince me, ſhall I be per- 
ſuaded by puniſhments and torments ? All the power 
in the world cannot diſſuade me from believing that 
to be true, which appears to me to be ſo. I may 
be forced to conceal my real ſentiments, and violent 
pain may compel me to ſay what I do not think ; but 
nothing can make me think contrary to my own in- 
ternal conviction. It matters not whether I am in 
an error or not. It is my firm belief that the truth 
is on my ſide, and that my adverſaries are wrong. 
This I think a ſufficient reaſon for being ſteady in 
the religion that I have embraced, and for reſiſting 
any violence that may be offered me on that account. 
None can offer that violence without acting contrary 
to the rules of equity and of natural religion. 


* 


But if violence in matters of religion be contrary 
to the light of reaſon, it is no leſs pernicious to the 
good of ſociety. If once the deteſtable principle be 
admitted, that it is right to force any man's con- 
ſcience, there is an end of the repoſe of ſociety. 
One ſubject will immediately be armed againſt 
another, if they are of different religions. Friend- 

\ = 9 EY ſhip, 

* Junius, 


| 4 12 } 
ſhip, gratitude, every tender affection by which men 
are held together, will be diſſolved. What theology, 
good God ! authorizes ſuch infernal maxims? Max- 
ims which, under the ſpeeious pretence of giving 
glory to God, deſtroy the moſt natural ſentiments, 
violate the moſt ſacred laws of humanity, ſap the 
foundations of the proſperity of mankind, and change 
ſociety into a troop of ferocious beaſts. If this de- 

teſtable principle be admitted, all the different ſects 
of chriſtians muſt kill and maſſacre each other. For 
each of the ſects which divide chriſtians pretends to 
have truth on its fide. No quarter will be given to 
any one that will not conform to the religion which 
has the ſtrongeſt party. But do you think it poſſible 
that a principle which tends ſo viſibly to the ruin of 
ſociety, to the deſtruction of the chriſtian name, and 
of mankind in general, can proceed from the order 
of God, who has no other object than the ſecuring 
the happineſs of his creatures? A cruel and barba- 
rous ſpirit is the undoubted character 1 a falſe vere 
gion, | | | 


Perſecution and violence are contrary to the ſpirit 
of the goſpel, which breathes only love and charity. 
Jeſus Chriſt came not to ſhed the blood of his ene- 


mies, but to pour forth his own for the ſins of the 
| world ; 


| P 13 
ii not to deſtroy, but to edify; not to petſe- 
cute men, but to draw them to him by the moſt 
tender, the moſt preſſing ſolicitations. His con- 
duct, his precepts, all that he did on earth, tended 
only to inſpire goed - will towards men, and to 
ſtrengthen the bonds of brotherly love. This is 
my commandment, that ye love one another. 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” This commandment 
he repeats on many occaſions. He orders us to be 
merciful, as our Father which is in heaven is mer- 
ciful; mutually to forgive each other's weakneſſes, 
and to abſtain from whatever may hurt our neigh- 
bour. But how do theſe ſentiments agree with that 
cruel and barbarous zeal which condemns all who 
oppoſe it to fire both here and hereafter ? Is it ſhew- . 
ing brotherly love to drag our neighbour to puniſh- 
ment, and make him expire in torments, becauſe he 
differs augen us in ale geen ee ? 
; It is a very few years alle ſome moſt worthy cha- 
: racters ſuffered death in France, either upon the 


moſt frivolous and groundleſs ſuſpicions, or for no 
other crime but their being Proteſtants. The me- 


lancholy ſtories of Barre, Monbailli, and Calas * are 
EE LITE * Sce Voltaire's Accounts, &c. well 


(14) 
well known. Their innocence, however, has long 
been fully proved and acknowledged through all 
France. Some of their judges have been deſervedly 
| puniſhed. A Spirit of Toleration and of chriſtian 
charity has long pervaded that kingdom. It has 
lately ſhone forth with the brighteſt luſtre. The 
French Proteſtants, by the late acts &, are now placed 
in as good a fituation as they were in before the Rev 
vocation of the Edict of Nantes. | 
For the honour, however, of this kingdom, Fe 
Engliſh allowed great privileges to the Catholics, 
before the French, by any public deed, relieved the 
Proteſtants. The bill which paſſed a few years ago, 


by which the Catholics were allowed public places 


of worſhip, and ſchools for the education of their 

children, was certainly an act of /ignal bumanity. 
At its firſt publication it was not well known, and a 
groundleſs clamour was raiſed againſt it. Notwith- 
ſtanding it was almoſt unanimouſly agreed to by the 
King, Lords and Commons, yet it was ſome time 
before the prejudices againſt it were in the leaſt done 
away. It is now, however, fully proved, that it 
was dictated by the pureſt and moſt fervent chriſ- 
tian charity, and founded in the wiſeſt and deepeſt 
policy. For ſince its publication, it is an undoubted 
1 Paſſed before 1788, fact, 


C7 

fat, chat the Catholics: have almoſt unanimouſly 
taken the oaths of allegiance, and many among them 
of the firſt and nobleſt families, and largeſt fortunes; 
have joined the Eſtabliſhed Church. | 

The oldeſt fathers of the church all agree, t that 
men have an undoubted right to worthip God as they 
pleaſe, and that the religion of others can do us 
neither good nor harm; that it is an act unworthy 
of religion to compel others to embrace our mode of 
worſhip ; that neither force nor injuſtice muſt be 
uſed in matters of religion; that nothing is more 
oppoſite than maſſacres and piety ; and that it is im- 
poſſible that truth ſhould agree with violence and 
juſtice with e & 


vet Toleration has certainly its due wade; Tho' 

it is our duty to violate no man's conſcience, yet we 
muſt be extremely cautious in introdueing confuſion 
and trouble into the Church and State ; we muſt 


guard againſt any attack upon the eſtabliſhment by 
— 2 reſtleſs —— 


It is a ae and intereſting queſtion to deter- 
mine to what extent the Church, or the Sovereign, 
has a right to carry Toleration in religious matters. 

Yet 


Yet the principle remains inconteſtable, that we 
ought not, by puniſhments and NOTE: 0 ne 
and preſerve the true religion. 


* 


ö | Men certainly have a right to form themſelves into 
| a body or a ſociety. If we look back to the origin 

| of all civil ſocieties, we ſhall ſee that they owed. 
their birth to the neceſſity that men were under of 
ſuccouring each other. At firſt each family formed 
a ſeparate ſociety. Theſe families or ſmall ſocieties 
were independent of each other. As their number 
increaſed, in ſucceſſion of time they ſoon perceived 
that this independence was ſubject to many inconve- 
niences. To remedy theſe inconveniences, it was 

| thought the beſt method to form a civil ſociety of 
i 4 ſeveral aſſociated families, which might agree to aſ- 
1 fiſt each other mutually, and watch over their com- 
mon n preſervation. 
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The families which were 3 ahh were 
obliged to eſtabliſh. laws, to ſerve as a baſe. to their 
il | union, and to maintain the public repoſe and ſecu- 
4 | rity. Without theſe laws the bond of ſociety would 
4 have been Ee and confuſion muſt have enſued, 

| | 5 Each 
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Each ſociety had a right to eſtabliſh ſuch laws, 
1 to form ſuch a Government, as it thought beſt 
for the public good. The proper end of ſociety is 
to proeure the happineſs and preſervation of the 
whole body in general, and of each member in par- 


If each ſociety had a right to make ſuch laws as 
it thought beſt, yet they ought not to be contrary to 
thoſe of God; not only to thoſe which he has given 
us in ſcripture, but alſo to thoſe of nature or of con- 


ſcience. The firſt duty we owe is to God, The 


firſt and moſt indiſpenſable of all obligations is that 
of re to his laws. 


1 ME laws of every well- 1 ſo- 


ciety ſhould be particularly attentive to the intereſt 


of religion and the glory of God. For it is not ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure temporal bleſſings only. Our chief 
delight, our chief object, ſhould be to ſecure the 


r 


ion of eternal life. 


Now every member of ſuch a 1 is Clipe © to 
_ ſubmit to thoſe laws which have been mutually 
agreed upon. 1f not, he violates his agreement and 


* 


breaks his promiſe, 
S | But 


— — „ . 3 — 
— 1 SR * — — — 
- — "I - n a * - 


(18) 
But this ſubmiſſion to the laws does not deptive 
every man of the liberty of thinking differently upon 
matters of religion, and from following that mode 
of religious worſhip which he thinks the beſt. © Vet 
he muſt take care that he does nothing to the pre- 
judice of religion in general, or to the detriment of 
ſociety. And wherever the ſovereign power is placed 
(whether in one or many) it has a right to enforce 
the laws, and to puniſh thoſe who break them. - 


| The Sovereign has an undoubted He" to bbc 
the Eſtabliſhed Church from every inſult. A juſt 
and lawful defence is permitted by all laws divine 
and human. The Sovereign ſhould do all in his 
power to ſupport the true Church, though he may 


tolerate any ſe that does not attack it. Yet he has 


no right to inflit corporal puniſhment on thoſe who 


diſſent from it, nor to force them to join the eſta- 


bliſhed religion. He may permit the Diſſenters of 


all denominations to have public places of worſhip, 
provided they contain themſelves within the bounds 
of prudence and modeſty. 


The whole ſpirit” of the chriſtian religion breathes 


nothing but charity, mildneſs, and Toleration. We 
thontd 1 


* 


A 0 29 It 
Qhould never forget the following words of St. 
James:. Who is a wiſe man and endued with 
knowledge among you?. Let him ſhew out of a good 
converſation his works with meekneſs of wiſdom. 
For where envying and ftrife is, there is confuſion 
and every evil work, But the wiſdom that is from 
above is -firſt pure, then ela gentle, full of 


a e 


11 is every man's duty to live in vos ks of re- 
nion and virtue, becauſe the public happineſs and 
| proſperity.depends upon it. We ſhould jointly en- 
deavour to retrieve the ancient virtue of the nation; 
and to revive that ſolid and ſubſtantial, that plain 
and unaffected piety, which flouriſhed in the age of 
our forefathers. Which did not conſiſt in idle talk, 
but in real effects; in a ſincere love of God and our 
neighbour; in a pious devotion and reverence to- 
wards the divine Majeſty; and in the virtuous actions 
of a good life ; © in the denial of ungodlineſs and 
. worldly luſts, and in living ee and . 
T e e e . 


God of all ny; of all nts and of all times, 


+ deign to en with pity the errors and weakneſſes 
| | C2” t attached 


„ Tillotſon, _ 


(20 ) 
attached to our nature. Let them not be iwpased 
to us as crimes. Thou haſt not given us a Re to 
hate each other, nor hands with which we are to 
tear each other in pieces. Enable us mutually to 
ſupport the burden of this fleeting and painful life. 
Let not the little differences between our cuſtoms 
between our imperfect laws between our defective 
lan guages - between our obſtinate opinions - between 
all thoſe ſhades which diſtinguiſh men, be ſigns of 
hatred and perſecution. Let the poor permit the 
rich, without envy, to enjoy their grandeur and 
luxury; for thou knoweſt that there is not any 
cauſe in theſe vanities either of 8 or n Sth 


Let all men manor | ans they — 
Let them hold in abhorrence any tyranny that may 
be exerciſed over their minds, as much as they deteſt 

the robber who raviſhes from them the fruit of their 

honeſt labour and induſtry. The ſcourge. of war is 
ſometimes unavoidable, yet do not thou permit us 
to hate and deſtroy each other in the time of peace. 
Let a thouſand languages daily praiſe thee for thy 
continual bleſſings, for the redemption of mankind 


by thy bleſſed Son, and for the hape of ae 
F I N I 8. n 


